
Spate Irrigation: Livestock Breeds



Introduction

• Spate areas have produced important species

• Own large and rich livestock resources which are 
genetically diverse

• Why is it useful?
• Understand local production and breeding systems and 

constraints

• Some breeds have special merits that meet the specific 
requirements of the semi-arid regions

• Understand well-adapted local breeds that are kept 
without special feed concentrate or preventive health care  

• Para-veterinary services to improvement of fodder 
availability within the irrigation command area



Strong Livestock varieties



• Red Sindhi Cattle (from 
Pakistan): 
• Dairy breed with a milk yield per 

lactation from 1200 to 2000 
litres

• Adult male weigh 400-500 kg 
and the female 300-350 kg

• Adapt very well to stressful 
environments

• Bhagnari Cattle (from 
Pakistan): 
• Low milk yielders

• Adult males weigh 450-600 kg, 
while females weigh 325-425 kg

• Males are suitable and excellent 
for heavy draught work

Red Sindhi Bull, Pakistan



Recommendations

• To make substantial contributions to livestock 
production:
• Fodder and rangeland improvement within irrigation 

command area

• Livestock watering

• Veterinary or para-veterinary services

• Processing and marketing of livestock products

• Breeding and exchange programs 

• Animal genetic resources conservation


