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Spate Irrigation Network Born in 2004

.

www.spate-
irrigation.org



.

Objectives  

The mission of the Spate Irrigation Network Foundation is to 
promote stability and socio-economic development in areas 
that are dependent on flood based farming. These areas are 
in most cases among the poorest in the countries where they 
are situated and in many cases are areas where insecurity is 
high.

The Spate Irrigation Network Foundation aims to streng the 
networks of farmers and other stakeholders in flood based 
spate irrigation areas and to support and help implement 
programs on exchanging good economic and social practices 
and settling issues of water distribution and conflict 
mitigation.



First harvest :
4 ton/ha

Second 
harvest 
(ratoon):  
2 ton/ha

Konso spate irrigation,  SNNP 

FBFS are productive   
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Chick pea yield: 

 Rainfed: 0.4 to 0.6 ton/ha

 Conventional irrigation: 2- 5 ton/ha

 FBFS: up-to 3.5 ton/ha

Fogera Flood plain - Flood recession: 
North West Ethiopia, East of Lake Tana

FBFS are productive – there are bright spots? 
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A short history

 2004-2010:  voluntary activities

 2010-2014:  informal network of professionals 
with 4 country networks

 2014-2019:  informal network of farmers and
professionals, with 8 country networks and
supported by formal foundation 



At the start

.



Next phase 

.
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2010-2014 – some highlights

Activities

Network development 900 members – mainly professionals 
Four country networks
New generation of professionals

Research Practical Notes – translated (20)
Country. Regional overview papers (14)

Capacity building Delft Short Course
Mekelle Short Course
MSc courses in five universities

Policy support FAO Guidelines for Spate Irrigation
Country Policies in 3 countries
Thematic support:  prosopis program
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Innovations from Pakistan: Porous Spillway



Some achievements at Global, Regional Level

IFAD Large 
Grant:

Spate 
Irrigation for 
Rural 
Economic 
Growth and 
Poverty 
Alleviation: 
Ethiopia, 
Sudan, Yemen 
and Pakistan

Short course on Spate Irrigation at UNESCO-IHE, 
the Netherlands launched in 2009



A Pro-poor local political leader
(Pakistan)

Stockholm Water Week

Model Farmer from Ethiopia

Model practitioner from Sudan



Knowledge sharing among farmers and policy makers
20
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Knowledge products: Videos and brief notes  in local 
languages



Started in 2013 
(35 
participants)

2014 (47 
participants)

2015 (52 
Participants)

Regular Short-course on FBFS in the region 

In 2014 Participants came from Kenya, Sudan, Uganda, 
Somaliland



FBFS potential in Kenya: Mission by Mekelle University experts

13 sites visited  and potential 
identified: 174 000 ha

Training delivered for 7 
experts and more trainings are 
planned in Kenya and 
Ethiopia



The Journey Ahead – new frontier with our partners

 From Scheme to landscape level 

 Increasing agricultural 

production while safeguarding 

the health of the Environment

We are off he take-off appears to be good

2015 to 2016: Harnessing Floods for Enhanced 

Livelihood and ecosystem services

Launch Workshop: Harnessing Floods for Enhanced Livelihoods and Ecosystem Services
Mekelle, Ethiopia, 17 March, 2015



Phase 4: 2015 …The Journey Ahead – new frontier with 
our partners

 From scheme to landscape level 

 Increasing agricultural 

production while safeguarding 

the health of the Environment

The take-off appears to be good

2015 to 2016: Harnessing Floods for Enhanced 

Livelihood and ecosystem services
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Phase 4: 2015 …The Journey Ahead – new frontier with 
our partners

2015 to 2019: From Africa to Asia & Back Again: 

Testing adaptation of  FBFS

Some concrete deliverables expected for Sudan

1. Research in action activities on the ground – not only Gash

2. One new MSc Programme covering Spate Irrigation started-up

3. One vocational training and  farmer learning schools strengthened

4. Support to development of investment programmes

EC


